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UK fee hike
blow to be
softer on
Indians

VARSITY BILL Tuition cap hike won't
affect non-EU students immediately

Charu Sudan Kastur

W Sharu kasturiBhindustantimes, com

NEW DELHE: Indian students will
not be hurt direetly, and may
even benefit relative to British
counterparts from the massive
hike in tuition fee cap for UK
universities that the House of
Commons passed on Thursday.

But representatives of top
British universities HT spoke
to are cautioning against ruling
out a resultant fee hike for stu-
dents from India and other non-
EU students to spread the bur-
den of budget cuts for higher
education in the UK,

“Fees will not rise immedi-
ately for students from India
and other non-EU countries.
But there may be hikes down
the line for all students — incl-
uding Indian — to meet the uni-
versity’s budget requirements,”
an  administrator, at the
University of Cambridge said,
specifying his views were not
restricted to Cambridge.

“Universities will however
rnake sure that no student - Bri-
tish or foreign - faces an inor-
dinately massive burden, We
want British universities to
remain the favoured destina-
tion of the best students from
across the globe”

Over 57,000 Indian students
joined higher education in the
UK this year, and constitute the
second largest group of foreign
students after the Chinese.

The House of Commons pas-
sed a hike in cap on tuition fees
that UK universities can charge
domestic and EU students from
about 3004 to 9000 pound ster-
ling per year, by a 323 to 302
vote amid massive protests at
Parlioment Square in London.
The hike in fee cap follows a
decision by the British govern-
ment to reduce public spend-
ing on universities from about
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w The proposal involves hik-
ing a cap on tuition fees that
UK universities can charge
domestic and EU students -
from about 300C to 9000
pound sterling per year.

» Universities have no cap for
fees charged from students
from countries outside the EU
and an fndian student typical-
i pays between 9,000 and
14,000 potnd sterling at
prasent - more than a British
of EU student.

60% of their total expenditure
to about 40% within five years.
Universities have no eap for
fees charged from students
from countries outside the EU.
UK PM David Cameron, on
arecent visit to China, tried to
tackle fears of the budget cuts
on higher education. The hike
in fee cap for domestic and EU
students would help ensiire that
fees for foreign students renain
stable, he argued. “But while
the PM may try to assuage con-
cerns of foreign students, it
would be naive to presume that
British universities will make
domestic students alone pay for
the huge financial crisis they
will face as the budget cuts kick
in,” foreign student advisor at
a top London university said.
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“Sparkler in the sky: New
planet is a giant diamond

Washington: Astronomers
led by Indian American Nik-
ku Madhusudhan have disco-
vered a giant planet with an
atmosphere and core domi-
nated by carbon, raising the
prospect that diamond- st"ud
ded stars may exist.
Madhusudan, a Banaras
Hindu University alumnus
now at Princeton University,
New Jersey, and his colleagues
have observed that an extre-
mely hot planet discovered last
year has more carbon than
oxygen — a feature never ob-

served on a planet until now.

The planet, called WASP-
12b, orbits a star about 1,200
light-vears from Earth, and
appears to have temperatures
of nearly 2300°C —hot enough
to melt stainless steel, the sci-
entists said in the journal Na-
ture. A computational tech-
nique developed two years agé
by Madhusudan while he was
at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT), Cam-

bridge, Massachusetts, was
-used to analyse the atmos-

phere of the planet. 1ans
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3 girls jailed

for ragging
In Bengal

Debajyot] Chakraborty | Tw

Durgapur: Three girls ac-
cused of ragoing a junior ina
Durgapur enginesring college
have been arrested, slapped
with non-bailable charges in-
cluding attempted murder and
zent to jail custody for five
days, marking a first in the
prosecution of ragging cases
in West Bengal. The victim —
a first-vear student — had
slashed her wrists after her
seniors allegedly made her
strip and photographed her
The arrested girls, identi-
fied by cops as Arpita Das, De-
blina Halder and Subhoshree
Dhar, are fourth-year B Tech
students of National Power
Training Institute, a central
sovernment college,
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Genetic trouble
in fetus? Mom’s
blood can tell

Singapore: Parents may soon
be able to find out if theirun-
born child is prone to any in-
herited diseases, researchers
said on Thursday;, after devel-
oping a non-invasive tech-
nigue to draw the entire gene
mapof thehuman foetus. By
analysing a sample of the
mother’s blood, which con-
tains DNA from the fetus, sci-
entists in Hong Kong and the
United States were able to
identify all the DNA strands
that belong to the child and
piece them together.

“Before this work, people
only could look for one disease
at one time but now you can
construct a screen for a num-
bher of diseases which are
prevalent in any particular
population,” said lead author
Dennis Lo, professor of med-
icine from the Chinese Uni-
versity in Hong Kong.

The research team’s break-
through was discovering that
the mother’s plasmaholds the
entire fetal genome. Previ-
ously, only part of the baby’s
DNA was thought tobe in the
mother’s blood. “Now that we
know (the) entire foetal geno-
me is in there, you can look
for any disease that is geneti-
cally inherited.” The study,
published in the journal Sci-
ence Translational Medicine
on Thursday, recruited a cou-
ple undergoing prenatal di-
agnosis for a hereditary blood
disorder, beta-thalassemia.

By analysing a
sample of the
mother's blood,
which contains DNA
from the fetus,
scientists in Hong
Kong and US were
able to say if the
unborn baby is prone .

to inherited diseases

-*In the mother’s blood, 90 per-

cent of the DNA is her own...
and 10 percent is the baby’s.
Half of the fetal genome is
from father and half from
mother,” Lo said.

The team found the fetu
inherited a beta-thalassemi
mutant gene from father, meas

ning the baby was a carrier of

the disease. Lo described the
process as akin to putting to
gether a jigsaw puzzle with
miltions of pieces — only in
this case, 10 times as many
pieces from a much larger jig
saw were mixed in with it too!
“The whole genome is fragme-
nted into millions of pieces
and by this exercise, we asse-
mble it back,” Lo said. “It’s 1i-
ke assembling a jigsaw puzzle
with millions of pieces. But to
make it more challenging, you
mix in 10 times (the number
of pieces)from another jigsaw
puzzle, that's the mother’s own
DNA. And you are trying to
assemble the child’s.” reuTers
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“Tweaking bacteria
to make cells act
like mini computers

London: A team of researchers at UCSF has
engineered E coli with the key molecular cir-
cuitry that will enable genetic engineers to
program cells to behave like computers.

The work builds into cells the same logic
gates found in electronic computers and cre-
ates amethod to create circuits by “rewiring”
communications between cells.

This system can be harnessed to turn cells
into miniature computers. That, in turn, will
enable cells to be programmed with more in-
tricate functions for a variety of purposes, in-
cluding agriculture and the production of phar-
maceuticals, materials and industrial chemi-
cals, according to Christopher A Voigt.

The most common electrenic computers
apply logic operations to streams of 1’'sand 0’s
to produce more complex functions, which in
turn, create software. “Any substrate can act
like a computer, including gears, pipes of wa-
ter, and cells,” Voigt said,

“Here, we’ve taken a colony of bacteria that
are receiving two chemical signals from their
neighbours, and have created the same logic
gates that form the basis of silicon comput-
ing,” he added. “The purpose of programming
cells is not to have them overtake electronic
computers. Rather; it is to be able to access all
of the things that biology can do in areliable,
programmable way.” The study will appear in
an upcoming issue of Nature. ani
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‘Mom not needed: Now, it takes
just two dads to make a baby

Stem Cell Technology Used To Create Offsprmg From 2 Male Mice

© A Inden/Corbis

Washington: US scientists have
used stem cell technology to create
mice from twofathers, an advance
that they say could help preserve
endangered species and even help
same-sex couples have their own
genetic children one day.

According to the study pub-
lished Wednesday in the journal Bi-
ology of Reproduction, reproduc-
tive scientists in Texas were able to
manipulate cells from a male (XY)
mouse fetus to produce an induced
pluripotent stem (iPS) cell line.

These iPS cells are adult
cells that have undergone some
genetic reprogramming in order
to enter an embryonic stem
cell-like state.

Some of the cells that were
grown from this new line sponta-
neously lost their Y chromesome,
turning them into XO cells.

Those XO cells were injected

'rwo m TANGO The breakthrough can help preserve endangered species
and also enable same-sex couples to have their own genetic children

into embryos from donor female  to babies with one X chromosome
mice and transplanted into surro-  from the original male mouse.
gate mouse moms who gave birth Those babies grew and later
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mated with normal male mice.
Their offspring, both male and fe-
male, showed genetic contribu-
tions from two fathers. The study
was led by Richard R Berhringer
at the MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter. Researchers said that with a
variation of their technique, “it
may also be possible to generate
sperm from a female donor and
produce viable male and female
progeny with two mothers.”

However, the study cautioned
that the ability to replicate
the findings in humans was a
long way off.

The “generation of human iPS
cells still requires significant re-
finements prior to their use for ther-
apeutic purposes,” the study said.
Previous research has found ways
to create mice without any fathers
atall, as well a5 ways to create mice
with two mothers. arp

1,000 institutes want to stop I'T course

Hemall Chhapia | Ten

* Mumbai: About a decade ago,
engineering colleges across
"the country were falling over
. one another to pitch their in-
formation technology depart-
ments. Students queued up
and companies lapped up vir-
tually every graduate, making
the new millennium the gold-
en age for IT professionals.
In stark contrast today, a
number of colleges are in the
process of downing the shut-
ters on their IT departments.
According to startling data
sourced from the All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE), the overseeing
body for professional techni-

NGT S0 HOT: One in three
institutes offering an IT
course wants to shut it down

cal education, one in every
three institutes offering this
course has sent in an applica-
tion seeking to close it. Close
te 1,000 institutes have applied
to AICTE to either close down
their IT departments or con-

vert the seats allotted for this
to another discipline like me-
chanical or civil, said AICTE
chairman § S Mantha.
Taken aback by the num-
ber of requests for closure,
AICTE turned them all dovm
and asked colleges to go to
their respective state govern-

ments, get a hio-objection cer-

tificate and supplement it with
their application. Shutting
down so many IT departments
would have led to a skewed

growth of other streams, -

added Mantha. Finally, only
around six colleges managed
to get an NOC from their af-
filiating university and state
government. However, almost
every institute plans on filing

a closure application again for
the 2011 academic session
bringing the IT revolution to
a pause if not a full stop.

‘While most colleges rea-
soned that this was a necessi-
ty, given the tough times they
were facing, a mass closure of
IT departments will translate
into several other issues, What
happens, for instance, to the
hundreds of faculty teaching
IT as well as the infrastruc-
ture set up for this stream? Ex-
perts were of the opinion that
whatever the reasons for the
decline in popularity of the IT
stream, it was vital for tech-
nical education to advance in
a scientific rather than whim-
sical manner.
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Photo shock for II'T after fake institute denial

Akshaya Mukul | tun

New Delhi: The Indian Instifufe of
Technology, Kharagpur, has all along
been in denial that its faculty mem-
bers were involved in running a fake
institute that went by the name of the
Institution of Electrical Engineers (b).
But those claims now lie in taiters,
thanks to phofographic proof show-
ing feachers of the institution with d
K Tiwari, the brain behind the fake in-
stitute. Tiward, incidentally, has noth-
ing to do with TT-Kharagpur.

Police recovered the photograph
during a raid and will soon question
faculty members — both serving and
retired — who are seen along with Ti-
warl. The photograph also shows AK
Ghosh, former head of the department
of aerospace engineering and a for-
mer chief vigilance officer, who has
been suspended for hig alleged in-
volvement in the racket.

FREEZE FRAME: (from left) Prof A K Ghosh, Prof N K Kishore, Prof Jayanta Pal, Prof PK
Chattopadhyay, Prof Punyabrata Dutta Gupta, Prof 1 C Biswas and 1K Tiwariin a
meeting helieved to have been held at the aerospace department of HT-Kharagpur

The others caught in freeze frame
are N K Kishore, professor, department
of electrical engineering, Jayanta Pal,

» Continued fromP 1

Akshaya Mukul | tux

New Delhi: T K Ghosa, officiating registrar of HT-Kharagpur,
conceded he had seen the photograph seized by the potice of
professors of the institute with J K Tiwari, who conceived the fake
1EE(D), but denied that it was seized from the HT. “The institute has
agthing to hide. We're cooperating with the police. t've filed an FIR
against Ghosh, Biswas, Tiwari and others on behalf of the institute,”
he said. The issue of the fake institute came up in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday as a question. The HRD ministry informed the House
about the FIR, and Prof A K Ghosh, who surrendered before the
Midnapur district court on November 30. He was granted baii on

December 3.

head of the department of electrical en-
gineering; Pallab Kumar Chattopad-
hvay, retired professor of agricultural
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and food engineering, Punyabrata Dut
ta Gupta, retived professor of electri-
cal engineering and J C Biswas, retired
professor of electronics and electrical
commurnication engineering,

The institute has
nothing to hide.

- We're cooperating
with the police

TK Ghosal | oFriciaTing
REGISTRAR, HT-KHARAGPUR

Tiwari, who conceived IEE (}), and
even got an official guarter for the in-
stituie, is seen seated along with a sec-
tion of HT-Kharagpur faculty members,
Sources said police are investigating i
the photograph was taken during the
convocation of IEE (D), as claimed by
many students of the fake institute.



Shubhra Tandon
Mumbai, Dec. 9

It is just the first week of

placements at the Indian In-

_stitutes  of  Technology
(1ITs), and early indications
show that traditional sectors
such as manufacturing,
mining, and oif and gas ex-
ploration seem to be gaining
favour with students.

“The percentage of stu-
dents opting for core compa-
nies is slightly more than
those choosing the IT sector.
Stagnancy in software (in-
dustry) and recession have

Business Line ND 10/12/2010
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IITians fancy core sectors
in first week of placements

Recruiters and number of students placed have doubled from last year

also played some role in this
shift,” 1IT Guwahati’s train-
ing and placement in-
charge, Dr Saurabh Basu,
told Business Line.

So far, the highest offer at
1IT Guwahati is Rs 22 lakh,
by leading oilfield services
provider, Schlumberger.

At IIT Madras, too, the
highest offer so far, of Rs 28
lakh, has come from a multi-
national offshore drilling
contractor, said placement
advisor, Prof. N. Ramesh Ba-

bu.
Though Facebook has

made an offer of Rs 38 lakh,
the company’s recruitment
process is not yet complete,
said a student representa-
tive.

‘SPECIAL PRCFILES’
“Though the pay package is
still the main criterion and
offers are evenly distributed
across sectors, our students
are opting more for jobs in
analytics, Some companies
are also offering special pro-
files for the students in their
research and development
centres,” said Prof. Babu.

IIT. Roorkee received its
highest pay package, of Rs
28.5 lakh, from Rio Tinto, a
leading mining and explora-
tion company.

However, students prefer
jobs in India rather than
abroad, said Dr P. K. Jain,
placement in-charge, IIT
Roorkee.

IIT Bombay said that
recruiters coming to the col-
lege are from across sectors
and streams. “Students pre-
fer companies related to
their primary area of spe-
cialisation,” said Prof Ravi

Sinha, IIT Bombay.

Placements this year have
started on a vibrant note in
India’s top engineering col-
leges. The recruiters coming
in have doubled from last
year and so have the number
of students placed so far.
However, the packages are
more or less similar to those
offered last year.

“The number of compa-
nies has increased two-and-
a-half times from last year.
Close to 100 companies have
visited our campus in the
first six days and 130-140

students have been recruited

already,” said Dr Basu of IIT
Guwahati,

At IIT Madras more than
250 companies have come in
so far and 250 students have
been placed in the first week
itself, said Prof. Babu.

IIT Bombay has seen a 50
per cent increase in the
number of companies, and
IIT Roorkee has seen 240

students placed so far,
which is double that of last
year.
tandon.shubhra
@thehindu.co.in
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‘TIM-Rohtak
shouldbe a
global leader’

P Rameshan, former pro-
fessor of strategy and eco-
nomics at the Indian Inst-
tute of Kozhikode, took
over as the first director
IIM Rohtak, one of the
newest IIMs, late last
month. Like any other
fledgling institute, IIM-
Rohtak faces faculty and
infrastructure  problems.
Professor Rameshan tells
Dibyajyoti Chatterjee
how Rohtak’s proximity to rapidly-developing industrial
centres in the National Capital Region can be leveraged to
aid the institute’s growth.

How do you plan to position yourself, vis-a-vis the
existing 1IMs, in terms of curriculum and manage-
ment development programmes?

My 13-year association with IIMs would be useful. There is
a vast market for executive education, and IIM Rohtak’s
proximity to Delhi should help it in developing executive
training programmes. We arein the process of carrying out
faculty selection.

What are the best global practices you plan to exper-
iment with?

Case-based teaching and in-house development of case
studies to empower instructors, are common practices
around the world. The institute will make research output
apart of every faculty member’s portiolio. The adoption of
new technological tools of learning and delivery, is anoth-
er one. A third is to give students substantial exposure o
management practitioners, international practices and
cultures through visits abroad or visiting faculty. In addi-
tion, providing opportunities to students to practice entre-
‘preneurial management, is vital.

Brand building does nothappen in a shorttime. How
do you plan to go about it?
Andent India had a great institution in Nalanda that at-
tracted scholars from al over the world. Today, if any insti-
tution has that kind of draw, it is probably an institution in
the US, Why can’t India produce amodern-day Nalanda i
- management studies, and become the centre of global at-
tention in the years to come? My vision is to see IIM Ro-
htak emerge as a global leader in management thinking
and education in the next 20-30 years. My role would be
to create the initial structures, systems and processes re-
quired for achieving this vision.

How do you plan to address faculty shortage?

1 do not consider faculty recruitment as my biggest chal-
lenge. 1 always believed we can find faculty if we put the
right effort (if we have the right attitude, sense of reality,
and willingness to spend time to help youngsters develop).
When I was dean in charge of faculty recruitment at IM
Kozhikode, in one year I helped nearly double the faculty
size (to over 50) without compromising on the quality. I
am confident that I can find enough quality faculty mem-
bers for 1M Rohtak.

In fact, I believe that the task of IM Rohtak would be eas-
jer than IIM Kozhikode, given the location of IM Rohtak.
My main challenge would relate to mobilising finandial re-
sources sufficiently rapidly to match the fast pace of progress
being planned for IM Rohtak.

From teaching to administration, you have garnered
a wide range of experiences from 1IM Kozhtkode. Is
there anything you want to emulate at 1M Rohtak?
The rapid progress of [IM Kozhikode is worth emulating.
Its healthy social environment (of faculty, students and
staff} is worth taking note of. Its efforts to carve aniche and
stand on its own feet deserve to be emulated, as does its
social commitment.
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FIR names ex-profs for fake

college at liT-Kharagpur

INDIAN Institute of Technology
(II'T) — Kharagpur, has named
three former faculty members in
its FIR against the allegedly
fake institute technical institute
operating from its premises.

This includes former head of
aercnautical engineering profes-
sor A.K. Ghosh, former electron-
ics department professor J.C.
Biswas and professor Jugal
Kishore Tewari.

However, students of the fake

Institution of Electrical Engi-

neers (IEE), have written to
Union human resource develop-
ment minister Kapil Sibal alleg-
ing that more IIT teachers were
involved with the institute,
including three former and two
current facuity members.

The students have alleged
that the present head of the
department of electrical engi-
neering, Jayanta Pal, and N.K.
Kishore of the same depart-

ment, were also invol?ed. .

Pal denied the charges. When
asked about being present at an
IEE convocation held at the
aerospace department’s seminar
room, he said: “I don't remem-

ber. I attend so many seminars.™

Police sources in West Midna-
pore confirmed that investiga-

- AnHoD named InFIR-

has denied charges

L e T
tions point at the involvement of

- more faculty members. “The

complaint is being treated as sen-
sitive as it was lodped by the ITT

and involves faculty members.”
Refuting charges of indifference
despite knowing about the insti-
tute, Damodar Acharya, director,
II'T Kharagpur, told Man, Topay:
“We have cancelled the allot-
ment of the quarters to the IEE.”
Kavila Chowdhury

Financial Chronicle NDp_10

10-Dec-10

- IIM-B among world’s top B-schools

[IM Bangalore has been ranked 24th while IIM
Ahmedabad ranked 55th in a worldwide survey.
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The Dragon returns

SpaceX is the first commercial company

_ Falcon 9 rocket

to orbit and return a spacecroft to Earth. Drogon
Nasa will use the Dragon capsule to ~ capsule
resupply the Internationa! Space Station

after the shuttle is retired in 2011 5":;2;::
SpaceX Inter
2002 *loge

Space Exploration Technologies
{SpaceX) founded by PayPal co-
founder Efon Musk

2008

Wins Nasa contract to replace

cargo transport function of the :
space shuttle First -

- e stage :
Dec 8, 2010 '-
Successful launch of Dragon
capsule by the Falcon 9 rocket;
capsule returns to Earth after 2
orbits

Falc;n__‘)

Cost per flight

Falcon 9 Space shuttle

Nosecone protects
hatch during launch

Capsule designed to

corry 4 astronauts
Size co»mpunson 3Trunk carries cargo;
fo qucoi shuttla jettisoned before

re-entry

N 450 iion

Y $100 million

Source: MCT
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7"HP ties up
with IIiT-Bto
launch varsity

Kumar SHaNKAR Roy
Bangalore

HEWLETT-Packard (HP)
in partnership with Interna-
tional Institute of Informa-
tion Technology, Bangalore
(IIIT-B) has launched HP
Network University, which
will allow IT professionals to
advance their 1T knowledge
in the dehvery of next gener-
ation enterprise networks.

The growth of network-
ing technologies, new open
standards and unified com-
munications has increased
the skill requirements of IT
professionals. To bridge this
need, the Network Universi-
ty will provide the tools,
methodologies and labs to
teach the latest standards in
networking solutions,

Spread over three to six
months, the course will cov-
er basic to advanced levels
of networking, network se-
curity, consulting and con-
verged infrastructure,

HP has already put in an
investment of $1 million to
set up the lab and is pre-
pared to invest more in the
venture. The certification
for all courses will be provid-
ed by Prometric.

“Organisations  are in-
creasingly network depend-
ent as they develop new
ways to engage theilr cus-
tomers, employees and part-
ners. This represents both a
challenge and an opportuni-
ty for the IT community,”
said Neelam Dhawan, MD,
HP India.

kumarsroy@mydigitalfc.com
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‘Hackers give web firms a test of free speech

ASHLEE VANCE & MIGUEL HELFT
Internatioral Herald Tribune

A HACKING free-for-all has
exploded on the web, and
Facebook and Twitter are
stuck in the middle.

Anonymous hackers took
aim at companies perceived
to have harmed WikiLeaks
after its release of a flood of
confidential diplomatic doc-
uments. MasterCard, Visa
and PayPal, which had cut
off people’s ability to donate
money to WikiLeaks, were
hit by attacks that tried to
block access to the comp-
anies’ web sites and se-
rvices.

To organise their efforts,
the hackers have turned to
sites like Facebook and
Tiwitter. That has drawn the-
se web giants into the fray
and created a precarious

situation for them.
Both  Facebook and
Twitter—but  particularly

Twitter—have received pra-
ise in recent years as outlets
for free speech. Governm-
ents trying {o control the
flow of information have
found it difficult to block
people from voicing their
concerns or setting up meet-
ings through the sites.

At the same time, both
Facebook and Twitter have
corporate aspirations that
hinge on their ahility to serve
as ad platforms for other
companies. This leaves
them with tough public
relations and business decis-
ions around how they should
handle situations as politi-
cally charged as the WikiLe-
aks developments.

Some internet experts
say the situation highlights
the complexities of free spe-

e

CAUGHT IN CROSSFIRE: The hackers have turned to sites like Facebook and Twitter. This has
drawn these web giants into the fray and created a precarious situation for them

ech issues on the internet,
as grassroots web com-
panies evolve and take ce-
ntral control over what their
users can make public. Clay
Shirky, who studies the
internet and teaches at New
York University, said that
although the web is the new
public sphere, it is actually
“a corporate sphere that
tolerates public speech,”

Marcia Hofmann, a law-
yer at the Electronic Front-
ier Foundation, said, “Any
internet user who cares
about free speech or has a
controversial or unpopular
message should be co-
ncerned about the fact that
intermediaries might not
let them express it.”

She added, “Your free
speech rights are only as
strong as the weakest inter-
mediary.”

The problem came into
relief on Wednesday, throu-
gh an effort called operation
Payback, organised by a gro-
up calling itself Anonymous.
The group spent much of
the day posting notes on

Facebook and Twit-
ter that told follow-
ers which compa-
nies to single out
and that documen-
ted hacking succes-
ses. But Facebook
banned one of the

group’s pages, saying UNFOLD'NG

that using the site to
organise  hacking
attacks like that vio]ated its
terms of use. The group
went on Twitter to complain.
A Facebook spokesman
issued a statemnent saying th-
at the company was “sens-
itive to content that includes
pornography, bullying, hate
speech, and threats cf vio-
lence” and would “take act-
ion on content that we find
or that’s reported to us that
promotes unlawful activity.”
In an interview on Wed-
nesday morning, Joe Sull-
ivan, Facebook’s chief secu-
rity officer, addressed WikiL-
eaks's own presence on the
site. He said the company
had not received any official
requests to disable pages or
accounts assoctated with the

WikiLeaks
organisation.
Facebook gener-
ally resists reque-
sts by governme-
nts or advocacy
groups to take
down material if
that content is not
illegal or does not
violate Facebook's
terms of service, which
prohibit attacks on ind-
ividuals or incitements to
violence. “Facebook is a
place where people come to
talk about all sorts of things,
including controversial topi-
cs,” Sullivan said. It was not
clear whether anyone had
asked Facebook to take down
the operation Payback page.

Twitter allowed the oper-
ation Payback account to
stay active most of Wedne-
sday. But the group’s accou-
nt was disabled late in the
day, after it posted a link to a
file that provided thousands
of consumer credit card
numbers, according to a
person with direct knowle-
dge of the situation. -

A Twitter spokesman
declined to discuss the deta-
ils of the situation, “We don't
comment about the specific
actions we take around user
accounts,” he said.

The *company is not
overly concerned about
hackers’ attacking Twitter's
site, he said, explaining that
it faces security issues all the
time and has technology to
deal with the situation.

Twitter is in a particularly
delicate situation because its
founders have celebrated
their service’s role in
political protest and free
speech. They have not been
shy about trying to capitalise
on the good will engendered
by playing that role.

WikiLeaks's own Twitter
account remains active, and
it is the group’s main
channel for reaching sup-
porters and the media.

Last week, Amazon.com
fell into a similar position
when it decided to stop
storing files for WikiLeaks.
Advocates of Wikil.eaks
complained that Ama-
zon.com was bowing to po-
litical pressure to cut the
organisation from its web
services. An Amazon.com
spokesman  said  the
company was simply ban-
ning an organisation that
had violated its terms of
service by trying to distribute
documents it did not own.

The last week has given
rise to a hacking war in
which groups have blocked
access to WikiLeaks's web~
sites by bombarding them
with requests.

And now the WikiLeaks
supporters have responded
in kind, flying the freedom of
speech banner as the
motivation for their actions.



